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Egypt) and mitigated by a summer cruise which
took him to the Greek isknds and Constantinople*
His friendships, like his father's, were not confined
to his own party ; and the guests included Mr. F. E.
Smith, whose rich invective was one of the few
remaining assets of the Conservatives. He saw
Rhodes ; he saw the Dardanelles ; he saw the Sultan ;
and when the trip was over, he motored down to a
country-house in Sussex and told them all about it
after lavishing a little of his spare mental energy on
the congenial exercise (to which he was occasionally
prone) of devising a highly individual costume. For
the Home Secretary arrived " in a little close-fitting
fur-collared jacket, tight leggings and gaiters, and a
little round hat which, with his half-mischievous
face, made him look, as Miss Lawrence said, * the
exact figure of Puck'/' But Puck was talkative,
with views about prison reform and the German
hold on Turkey and the relative improbability of a
Turco-German invasion of Egypt and metaphysics
and theology and the absurdity of the last autumn
manoeuvres on Salisbury Plain. The long attempt
to settle the constitutional dispute about the House
of Lords (with Mr. Churchill inclining towards a
settlement) broke down at last. There was another
General Election that winter; and the world passed
into 1911 with the Liberals in power and Mr. Churchill
still at the Home Office.

The public mind, which normally withholds its
admiration from such deserving objects as hard work
in inconspicuous fields, is invariably captivated by
the crude appeal of simple melodrama; and when it
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